
Getting Started in Genealogy 
 

 
“Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a bunch of nuts. 

Remember, it is the nuts that make the tree worth shaking.” 
~Author Unknown 

 
 
Beginning Steps 
Find out as much as you can from family sources. Talk to family members or relatives who 
have already done some research. Look for old documents, photographs and books. This 
information will help you determine where to start your research and could provide important 
clues. 
 
Take time to learn the basics before you start. Read a book about genealogy in general, or 
about a topic that ties in with your specific research interests. Your local library branch should 
have access to these resources. 
 
You can also find good information on the internet on how to begin genealogy research. You 
can check out: 
 
Canadian Genealogy Centre - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-600-e.html  
A beginners guide and access to the online genealogical resources at Library and Archives 
Canada. 
 
Archives of Ontario - http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/english/family-history/the-records.aspx 
A good general guide to the genealogical resources at the provincial archives and links to 
external sites. 
 
Using Online Sources 
Where you go next will depend on what you already know and what you want to find out. 
 
To find useful sites use web directories and search engines like: 
Canadian Genealogy Centre - http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/index-e.html  
A comprehensive site for Canadian records allowing name searches across all their databases 
and links to external databases. 
 
Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet - www.cyndislist.com 
A comprehensive listing of genealogy websites. International in scope. 
 
Ancestry Library Edition – 
Public Libraries in Ontario have in-house access to this major source of genealogical 
information from around the world, including the Canadian census.  
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Search Tips 
Many websites offer you the option of searching a database containing numerous names. 
Name searches are easy and fun to try, but sometimes bring up long lists of unrelated people, 
especially if you have a common surname. 

- If you find too many names, try a more complex search – enter middle names or initials, 
geographical information, or precise dates. 

- If you don’t find any matching names, simplify your search – take out date or place 
information, and use only the last name. Many sites give you the option of trying a 
“soundex” or partial-match search, which will look for variant spellings of the name. 

- Consider the source of any information you find – are the names derived from official 
sources, such as government records, or from records submitted by amateur 
genealogists? Check other sources to verify the information. 

 
Need Help? 
Check with your local genealogical society. Branches of the Ontario Genealogical Society have 
websites, newsletters, publications, and meetings where you can meet other researchers. 
Consult the main website at http://www.ogs.on.ca/  
 
When you’re stuck with a tricky research problem, message boards, mailing lists, newsgroups, 
and chat rooms make it easy to reach out to other genealogists who are able to offer advice or 
share information. These communication tools are often devoted to specific topics, surnames, 
places, or ethnicities and can be especially helpful when you are researching ancestors from 
another province or county and need to consult someone familiar with the local resources. 
Listed below are some you can try: 
 
Cyndi’s List: Queries and message boards 
http://www.cyndislist.com/queries  
 
Genealogy Resources on the Internet: Mailing lists 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jfuller/gen_mail.html  
 
About.com: Genealogy chat rooms 
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/genealogychat/  
 
 
Your Local Connection 
Don’t forget to visit your local archive, library, or historical society for more information. The 
Durham Region Area Archives Group has created a website to help navigate the institutions in 
the area that may be of use to you on your search. Please visit us at 
http://durhamregionarchivesgroup.com/ or follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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